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I  H A V E  T H O U G H T S  R E G A R D I N G  A  V a s e .

SURFACEstudio. . .Zhuhai College of  J i l in Universi ty Library Remod-
el  Project  was a design seeking to f ind the essence of  the Zhuhai Col-
lege campus which is  based on Buddhism.  The l ibrary is  the focal  point 
of  the campus and symbolizes the body of  the Buddhist  f igure Guanyin.  

The KNOT is  a way of  thinking about a Vase composed of 
a continuous f low of  energy within the Zhuhai College of
J i l in Universi ty Library.   The main l ibrary was the select-
ed s i te for  the new off ice of  the Admissions and Employment
Office	of	Zhuhai	College.		The	proposal	site	contained	a	1,365	square	meter	open	
space	which	represents	approximately	40%	of	the	f i rs t 	f loor	of 	the	l ibrary. 		The	
design was presented to the President of  the school and accepted as designed.

The of f ice proposal  was conceptual ized around a ser ies of
of f ices,  semi-private and private meeting spaces,  reception area and 
an exhibi t ion space.   The KNOT is  sacred space (void)  concealed
beyond layers ( repet i t ion)  of  t issue ( forms) .   Voids (of f ices,  meet-
ing spaces and exhibi t ion space)  formed are hal lowed l ight  wells 
that  capture the energy of  focused bodies (humans)  and f lows.   En-
ergy f lows thru layers of  forms binding bodies within voids that 
emit  a l ightness of  tone (color)  as i f  to be air.   The KNOT is  a tapes-
t ry of  layered voids that  evoke a sense of  absence as i f  to be ful f i l led…

The voids are wrapped in vert ical ly oriented bamboo planks in or-
der to al low energy and l ight  to f low from inter ior  too exter ior  of  the 
forms evoking a sof t  textural  feel ing.   Bamboo in Chinese Buddhist  cul-
ture	 (Guanyin) 	 has	 myst ical 	 qual i t ies	 and	 protects 	 people. 	 	 This 	 notion	
permeates the exis t ing l ibrary and campus.   The bamboo is  designed to 
wrap human bodies and energy.  White sandstone f loor is  s i tuated evok-
ing a notion of  f lowing fabric throughout the ent i re spat ial  environment.  
The thought of  sandstone f looring as a fabric is  derived from the f lowing 
white clothing of  Guanyin.   The color white and the Lotus f lower are im-
portant  symbolic forms st imulat ing thoughts of  mental  and spir i tual  puri ty.

The experience of  the Knot culminates within the sacred space (exhi-
bi t ion space)  which is  the f inal  form beyond the layers of  forms (of f ice 
and meeting spaces) .   The exhibi t ion space is  adjacent to the main entry 
while being formed to conceal the entry f rom within.   The concealed space 
is  marks space of  the mountain where Guanyin resides.   The intent ion 
of  the space is  that  space would be f lexible and free for  s tudents and
parents to f low about experiencing the various exhibi t ions or 
space as designed of  bamboo, white sandstone, and glass…

A VASE is  a sense of  LIGHT LAYERS that  exis t  as LIGHT,
ENERGY & COLOR which form potential  moments of  the KNOT…
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 surfaceTEXTURE	|	Form	hollow	centers	that	absorb	fluid...
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 surfaceANALYSIS	|	A VASE is  a sense of  LIGHT LAYERS that  exis t  as LIGHT, ENERGY &SHADOW 
    that  form potential  moments of  the KNOT.. .
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TEXTURE	|	Bamboo	structural	detail...	materials	|	bamboo,	limestone,	glass
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AMBIANCE	| 	Gathering	space	 for 	s tudents	and	parents	during	open	house. . .
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 surfaceAMBIANCE	|	Corridor	thought	administrative	offices	and	meeting	space...
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