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C O M P E T I T I O N  P R O P O S A L  2 0 1 9  
 D i m m u b o r g i r  L a v a  F i e l d s  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r

For our group beauty is  a search for something essential  to a place which 
can only become via our energy and ef for t .   We always intend to take that 
which is  deemed the ESSENCE of  a place and interpret  what the potential  of 
that  energy can become as an earthly material  formation.

We begin f rom LAND because our col lect ive thought is  that  the energy of 
archi tectural  expression is  grounded and emerges.   We do not di f ferent iate 
between the natural  or  the manmade because these s implis t ic di f ferent ia-
t ions only serve to dis t ract  f rom the place to be explored.  We seek to sense 
how the environment wil l  become enriched by s implis t ic thoughts that 
become sensuous experiences of  texture and l ight .   The exis t ing,  whatever 
i t  may be can become only by sensing to f ind the only appropriate material 
( texture)  introduced via l ight  to the world of  humans.

Pressure is  the 1st  thought and Membrane was the idea.   The s i te analysis 
not ion of  Pressure is  about f luids that  exis t  as water,  lava,  ice,  vapor,  s team, 
wind and l ight .   These are al l  natural  phenomena that  sponsor the thought 
response ( feel ing) .   Af ter  I  f inished the diagrams I  need to complete the 
thought about what the three diagrams (wind, views and l ight )  are as a form 
which I  say are f luids.

So the s tatement introduces FLUID in to the project  as a sense form about 
the s i te that  exis t  as wind, views and l ight .

At  the beginning of  al l  projects  I  introduce PLACE |  TYPOLOGY | PROGRAM

PLACE   |   LAVA FIELDS
TYPOLOGY  |   CENTER
PROGRAM  |   TERRACE

I suggest  al l  project  have to address these three condit ions.   The program is 
a way to get  into human act ivi t ies.   In this  project  the Terrace form was 
introduced as a horizontal  form that  s i ts  on the land.  The horizontal  form 
I  introduced at  the beginning becomes di f ferent  forms in the project .   The 
f i rs t  form is  the roof form.  I  am sensing f luids now so the f luids become a 
membrane.  Membrane =  Terrace

I  bel ieve the thought was that  the roof form would be a smooth f lowing 
form.  A ser ies of  vert ical  elements (columns)  would be smooth textural 
forms.   This  is  why I  use the word membrane.  I  could not continue to use 
the word terrace because i t  does not apply to vert ical  elements.

l a y e r e d  f l u i d  =  s m o o t h  f l o w i n g  f o r m s  ( h o r i z o n t a l  o r  v e r t i c a l )

thoughts regarding place...
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 D i m m u b o r g i r  L a v a  F i e l d s  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 CULTURALidentifications	|	PLACE					|						TYPOLOGY					|					PROGRAM	 LAVA	FIELDS					|					CENTER					|					TERRACE

 

I m a g e  |  l a k e  o n  s i t e
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identificationsCOLLECTION	|	THE	BIRCH	TREE	IS	A	LOCAL	PHENOMENA	that	endures	pressure	within	the	tundra...

 D i m m u b o r g i r  L a v a  F i e l d s  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r

 I m a g e  |  F i r s t  t h o u g h t  m o d e l
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  DIMMUBORGIR LAVA FIELDS

BLACK LAVA FIELDS VISITOR CENTER

  WIND | dynamic force 

  LIGHT | dynamic force 

  VIEW FROM THE SITE | dynamic force 



LEVEL ONE PLAN    1:150 
  
 

 D i m m u b o r g i r  L a v a  F i e l d s  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r
energy and f low |  formation |  form
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 surfaceANALYSIS | PRESSURE	is 	a	sense	of 	LIQUID	that 	exis t 	as	WIND,	LIGHT	&VIEWS	
    that  form potential  moments of  the MEMBRANE.. .



 D i m m u b o r g i r  L a v a  F i e l d s  V i s i t o r  C e n t e r
 

surfacePHENOMENA	|	that	which	is	formed	to	be	a	sense	of	gradient	INFLUENCE…

 surfacePHENOMENA	|	Fluid	flowing	thru	a	void	of	gradient	light	into	LIGHT…
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