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POTENTIAL COURSES...

The studio is my primary design and learning environment. Surface Studio is a collection of con-
current learning courses intended to foster a heightened awareness of design (urban design, archi-
tecture, interior design). Each studio course (12-16 weeks) seeks to build toward a comprehensive
foundation reared in thought (sensing), reflection (thinking) & making (generating). Students will
progress from a conceptual understanding of place through a detailed articulation of forms (build-
ings).

Essence Studio (no.1) — Forms

The exploration of thoughts and forms reveals the inherent nature of design endeavors. These
essences as constructed frame the potential of any design form. This studio can is taught as a
pure design (making) studio or a hybrid design studio/ seminar. Within the seminar section of the
course, | introduce reading, writing, and research material regarding the place.

Ambiance Studio (no.2) — Interiors

This studio is the continuation of thoughts and forms derived from a place. Exploration seeks to
identify the nature of a culturally saturated context. Site analysis is developed as a means to reveal
what constitutes a place. This studio challenges students to work inside existing forms to explore
human activities and spatial experiences.

Essentials Studio (no.3) — Pavilions

This studio is a continuation of thoughts and forms derived from a place into recognizable forms
that express a sense of design. The utilization of design principles and elements as programmatic
vehicles is required. Objects are developed at multiple scales to explore material conditions mov-
ing toward 1:1 forms (Design-Build).

Surface Studio (no.4) — Landscape + Architecture

The Landscape + Architecture studio is an exercise seeking to expand the design form limit beyond
the temporal building envelope. The site within a given place becomes the programmatic surface.
The program and development of a textural site are meant to articulate a oneness of place. The
primary form of this studio is the ground as a surface to be programmed prior to the introduction
of building forms.

Surface Studio (no.5)

The final studio is a comprehensive thought, reflection, and making a proposal. The purpose of
the studio is to allow a student to present design (architecture + landscape + interiors) as a to-
tality of thought. Students are challenged to generate, justify and explain their unique proposals.
The framework of the studio is a syntﬁesis of design foundations through advanced speculations
regarding contextual environments. Students are challenged to investigate cultural identifications
as a determinate of place.

Seminar

My primary research areas are architecture, cultural theory, and aesthetics. The studio work de-
rives from ideas regarding epistemology (knowledge), ontology (essences), and phenomenology
(senses). The course will introduce arc%itectural writers: Christian Norberg-Schulz, Colin Rowe,
Kevin Lynch, Juhani Pallasmaa, Jun’ Ichiro Tanizaki, as well as philosophers Walter Benjamin,
Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Friedrich Bollnow, and Roger Scruton.

Case studies will be selected to foster an awareness of place as a cultural construct surface in
which forms emerge. The works cited will be utilized to construct architecture as a design en-
deavor formed intertextually meant to reveal the nature of any particular site. The primary purpose
of the design seminar is to challenge students to see sites as places laden with cultural content.
The use of reading, writing, and research shall challenge students to determine what they think
constitutes place within a given spectrum.



Student Design Work of SURFACE.




Graduation Design Studios images of CONTENTS



Graduation Design | Site Analysis Mapping 1

site | Guangzhou, China | typology | Cultural Arts and Education Center students | zhang ziHan, guo zenglie, liang yunKang, jiu dongJie, huang qiHua, shao Yi, chen ziQin, chuanYi, jiJin, xiaoNi



Graduation Design | Site Analysis Mapping 2

site | Guangzhou, China | typology | Cultural Arts and Education Center students | zhang ziHan, guo zenglie, liang yunKang, jiu dongJie, huang qiHua, shao Yi, chen ziQin, chuanYi, jiJin, xiaoNi



Graduation Design | Site Analysis Diagraming 1

site | Guangzhou, China | typology | Cultural Arts and Education Center students | zhang ziHan, guo zenglie, liang yunKang, jiu donglie, huang qiHua, shao Yi, chen ziQin, chuani, jiJin, xiaoNi



Graduation Design | Site Analysis Diagraming 2

site | Guangzhou, China | typology | Cultural Arts and Education Center students | zhang ziHan, guo zenglie, liang yunKang, jiu donglie, huang qiHua, shao Yi, chen ziQin, chuani, jiJin, xiaoNi
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Graduation Design | Zhao WeiXin. Baiyun Cultural Arts & Education Center
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Graduation Design | Guo Zeng]ie. Baiyun Cultural Arts Center



Graduation Design | Liang YunKang. Baiyun Cultural Arts Center
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Graduation Design | Zhang Zihan. Baiyun Cultural Arts Center



Graduation Design | Shao Yi. Baiyun Cultural Arts Center
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Graduation Design | Qui Donglie. Baiyun Cultural Arts Center
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Graduation Design | Huang Qihua. Baiyun Cultural Arts Center
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Graduation Design | Yang HuiJing. Shenzhen Residential Village 1



Graduation Design | Yang HuiJing. Shenzhen Residential Village 2
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Graduation Design | Yang HuiJing. Shenzhen Residential Village 3
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Graduation Design | Lin HuanHuan. Chinese Arts Academy 1
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Graduation Design | Lin HuanHuan. Chinese Arts Academy
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Graduation Design | Chen Heng Chinese Arts Academy 1
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Graduation Design | Chen Heng Chinese Arts Academy 2
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Wall Design Project of SURFACE.



o ThglE
% o
'\;; =

e

<
. fa=p
oy
of oo
e
3,
g
<.
N

ESIGN.|

_STUDENT D

i

g

theG

where we begin is where we shall inevitably end... BARRIER becomes
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Landscape + architecture Projects of SURFACE.
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Design Build Proposals of SURFACE.
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where we begin is where we shall inevitably end... TRANSPARENCY become t h eCO N | / \ I N E R

STUDENT BUILD | zhuhai, guangdong, china

Architecture Department Design Build
du yunYe, tang zhaoHui, chen Xuan

Design Build Projects
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EXHIBITION | zhuhai, guangdong, china
Liang YunKang, Huang QiHua, Zhang ZiHan, Guo ZengJie

Graduation Designs
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Formation model | Lin HuanHuan
Formation model | Yang HuiJIng
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What does it mean to learn?

Learning is a matter of internalizing thoughts that exist spatially.

Once thoughts that exist are internalized the learning body no longer thinks thoughts.
One merely expresses that which needs no thought.

| cannot teach anyone to design that which is beyond them to form.

Perhaps it | possible for me to converse regarding one’s ability to sense that within the
world is sensible.

Then to form that which is a response may emerge if one can form within a framework
of architectural rules that govern objects.

Why do we learn?
&

How do we learn?

studio

of SURFACE.



ﬁ\]

Becoming...

What then is a student?

A student is the one in time.
Alas, an observer, an absorber and critic of the moments before them.
The potential of thoughts pondered will inevitably reveal the observant student,. 5
the absorbent student,

the critical student has thoughts that can benefit others.

Only then will the student have thoughts worthy of exchange.

A students are potential...

i

studio : S "~ of SURFACE.




Effortless...

What are you presenting to others? Your work is never a product of this moment. The
work you produce is always projecting the limits of your mind. Your work is always
past and future if you have an imagination. If, you know what your imagine then your
work is projecting you into time.

But where is time?

Time is not spatial. Please, do not continue to repeat that time and space mess you
hear from others. You are architects or students of architecture not physicist. Time is in
the mind not the visible spectrum. Often uttered incessantly about by those whom wilt
upon a mild challenge due to their lack of awareness.

But when is time?

The time of within the mind is not the time of the images (renderings) on the screen

or paper before one. Where are you operating? In the past, present or future? Do you
know how to imagine or are you just copying what you ‘hope’ is good because you do
not know what is valuable?

Is your work valuable? If so who values your efforts?

unidentified...

studio
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within the Mindful...

Design is never a matter of what | like.

What | like only seeks to address what | sense within a determined moment.

Design is beyond my momentary glance.

To glance is not to internalize the essence of thought reflected upon in order that
Experiences become...

Become what?

To become is to affect how others perceive the world before them.

How does one affect the perception of?

To affect is to call the surfaces of the body to a moment in time within the experience

Of forms to exchange responses...

of SURFACE.
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