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I HAVE THOUGHTS REGARDING LANDFORMS.

SURFACEstudio...Hengqin Island Landscape Proposal was a design seeking to re-
veal the nature of HengQin Island which was being developed as a link between 
Zhuhai City and Macau.     

“The Instrument” was a landscape design proposal presented to the local govern-
ment Hengqin Island at the request of Zhuhai College of Jilin University Depart-
ment of Architecture.  The local government sought options for the design area 
along the central reservoir that flows through the entire development.  The design 
of “The Instrument” proposes two long sinuous paths that move across both sides 
of the reservoir.  Two paths emerge from thoughts about potential energies creat-
ed by the development of Macau University and various business centers at the 
east end of the reservoir.  The design continues to develop as a major and minor 
path generating the surfaces of three gardens.  The three gardens – Meadow, 
Water, and Rock Garden – correspond to the three developmental areas – service, 
cultural and research district – proposed for the larger development.  The two 
paths along with the three gardens comprise the primary functional elements of 
the design proposal.

The design of the paths and gardens are utilized the central reservoir and local 
water level fluctuations to generate surfaces that undulate vertically and hori-
zontally.  The fluctuations allow water to flow into the three gardens at various 
depths during the annual rainy season.  Designed channels funnel water into the 
gardens generating a variety of potential experiences.  The center garden (Water 
Garden) uses stone channels along with steel and wood pavilions to create a 
melodic path of light and water that would shelter occupants from harsh summer 
sun throughout the day.  The melodic path was imagined a soft flowing path of 
planes that delicately move people vertically and horizontally while water moves 
beneath the surface into a plaza basin.

The idea of sponsoring the formation of the design is that the HengQin plateau 
is a potential instrument.  The instrument is the formation of connected moments 
(planes) that flow softly vertically and horizontally.  The corresponding moments 
are intended to be a melodic experience.  The primary features of the design are 
the sinuous paths, three gardens, active water features through the reservoir, and 
multi-functional pavilions in each garden.  Each garden emerges through the use 
of a specific material – meadow: flower and grass, water: stone and water, rock: 
rock and sand.

The design process of “The Instrument” exhibits the seven moments of design 
as imaged by Json Bailey (writer, teacher, and architect) in Surface Studio at the 
Department of Architecture at Zhuhai College.  The seven moments of design 
are used to reveal how initial (site analysis) design thoughts become meaningful 
made objects (surfaces we experience).  The work will be used to assist student 
understanding and awareness of design thinking and making.  The work is an 
expression of thoughts to be experienced by anyone who chooses to visit.

LANDFORMS are a sense of TRENCHES that exist as EDGES, NOISE & ENERGY 
that form potential moments of INSTRUMENT…

thoughts regarding place...
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L E G E N D

LANDFORMS (GRASS BERM)

PLAZA	 (HARD SURFACE)

PARK	 (SOFT SURFACE)

GARDEN

MAJOR WALKING PATH

MINOR WALKING PATH

RESEARCH GARDEN

CULTURE GARDEN

SERVICE GARDEN

PROGRAM DIAGRAM

RESEARCH DISTRICT

CULTURE DISTRICT

SERVICE DISTRICT

GARDENS DIAGRAM n	

n	

SITE CIRCULATION DIAGRAM n	

ZONING DISTRICT DIAGRAM n	

MINOR WALKING PATH
三向投影图

LANDFORMS
-人造景观

ROADS
-路径（主要|次要）

WATER
-水景观

PLATEAU
-平原

MOUNTAIN
-山地

	 surfaceANALYSIS | LANDFORMS are a sense of  PLANES that  exis t  as ENERGY, DIRECTION &VOLUME 
				    that  form potential  moments of  the INTRUMENT.. .
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	 surfaceSCHEMA | Flow of energys about the site forming voids...
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	 surfaceMODEL | THE INSTRUMENT is  a way of  thinking about LANDFORMS.. .

w
he

re
 w

e 
be

gi
n 

is
 w

he
re

 w
e 

sh
al

l i
ne

vi
ta

bl
y 

en
d…

 L
A

N
D

FO
RM

S 
be

co
m

eS
 th

eI
N

ST
RU

M
EN

T



	 H e n g Q i n  I s l a n d  L a n d s c a p e . . .

1

4

5
3

10

12

6

3 8

2

13

7

6
9

12

11

1214

W
A

T
E

R
 G

A
R

D
E

N
U

P
P

E
R

W
A

T
E

R
 W

A
L

K
W

A
Y

W
A

T
E

R
 G

A
R

D
E

N
L

O
W

E
R

W
A

L
K

W
A

Y

P
L

A
T

F
O

R
M

 #
2

R
E

S
E

R
V

IO
R

M
IN

O
R

 P
A

T
H

L
A

N
D

F
O

R
M

R
O

A
D

M
A

JO
R

 P
A

T
H

+
1

.5
O

 M
E

T
E

R
 P

A
T

H

+
0

.9
O

 M
E

T
E

R
 P

A
T

H

+
1

.2
O

 M
E

T
E

R
 P

A
T

H

W
O

O
D

L
A

N
D

R
O

A
D

S
A

N
D

 S
W

A
L

E

G
R

A
S

S
 L

A
N

D
F

O
R

M

R
O

A
D

R
E

S
E

R
V

IO
R

W
O

O
D

L
A

N
D

W
A

L
K

IN
G

 P
A

T
H

R
O

A
D

W
O

O
D

L
A

N
D

R
O

A
D

G
R

A
S

S
 L

A
N

D
F

O
R

M

M
E

A
D

O
W

N	C

C

	 surfaceAMBIANCE | Experience of the water garden from the north...

AMBIANCE |  Surface view of  the north pavi l ion | 
				    Surface view of  the south pavi l ion. . .
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